WHEN tenpins was brought to the former Soviet
Union in the 1960s, the Cold War was under way;
the sports of preference were gymnastics, ice
hockey, and track and field; and there was no room
at the inn for this Western pastime.

But now the Soviet Union is gone. In its place is a
myriad of nations, including Russia, which is trying
to wrench itself into a thriving democracy. While
money is scarce for many — including the
government — a well-heeled minority has the
wherewithal to enjoy the good life. Despite
obstacles, a middle class is emerging in a country
historically populated by haves and have-nots.

And bowling is finally finding a home here.

At the end of 1997, 24 lanes were believed to be
operating in Moscow and St. Petersburg; but those
stats should change rapidly, says Sergei Lisitsyn of
the newly established Federation of Sports Bowling
in Russia, and Moscow vice-mayor Jossif N.
Ordjonikldze, Federation president.

Lisitsyn, the Russian coach at the 1997 AMF
Bowling World Cup in Cairo, noted that a new
24-lane AMF center should open in Moscow in
time to showcase bowling in the cultural
program of the first International Youth Olympic
Games, to be held in July. Currently, the best-
known and most up-to-date facility is the AMF
eight-laner at the Central House of Tourists,
Moscow’s principal hotel. (Other sites include a

s six-lane Dacos installation in a cinema complex,
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translates for FSBT president jear the game on six string, or “spaghetti,”
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press conference, accompanied  Federation State Committee for Physical Culture
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Tatiana Smirnov made up Russ- “FSBR’s goal is to create as many facilities as
ia’s first World Cup delegation. possible, and to make bowling a sport for the
masses,” Ordjonikldze said during a special
press conference in Cairo. “It's a social sport,
one of the few in the world that can offer so
many features, so we think it will be attractive.
We also will develop it as a family sport;
families will bowl because recreation and fitness
are important in our culture.” The latter might
take some time. Ordjonikldze acknowledges that
“many people are unable to afford many things
right now,” but he’s hopeful that the current
explosion of small businesses will forge a
middle class ripe for wholesome entertainment.

In the meantime, bowling is an elite recreation.
Lisitsyn says Moscow centers charge lane
rentals of US$50 per hour ($5 cover charge),
“and the centers are full until 5 a.m.! For those
who can afford it, $50 is nothing for recreation.
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People recreate three or four times a week, often at
the new American pool/Russian billiards clubs.
Now they are discovering bowling, and it's
becoming an attractive investment option.”

Encouraging such investment is the FSBR. Born
of two rival groups that merged last summer — the
Interregional Bowling Federation of Russia (which
focused on organizing bowlers) and the Bowling
League of Russia (business development) — FSBR
immediately recruited Ordjonikldze as its president.
“High-level executives should be involved in public
activities, especially sports,” the vice-mayor
believes. “City authorities can help secure special
rates on commercial land for facilities, which helps
promote sports development and fitness for the
masses.”

FSBR also introduced Bowling Sport (the first
issue of which was called Strike), a quarterly tenpin
magazine, in November. Sure to be featured in
future editions are Tatiana and Oleg Smirnov,
Russia’s first World Cup representatives. Intro-
duced to bowling by their 16-year-old son in
Budapest, where the family lives, the Smirnovs first
competed for Russia at the 1997 European Gold
Cup in Amsterdam just in May. Oleg. 36, finished
62nd in a field of 82 men in Cairo, with a 182.3
average, while Tatiana, a 37-year-old former 800-
meter athlete, was 45th out of 61 women, averaging
172.2. “I was nervous the first day — so much
responsibility representing your country — and my
scores reflected this,” she apologized.

“We feel that we started the history of Russian
sport bowling here,” said Oleg. “Just as important,
we improved every day. What I like is that this is a
sport of self-control, like dance. It's a game of strong
nerves; those who cannot control them will lose.”

Russians back home got to follow the Smimnovs’
progress daily. “We brought camera people and
journalists from Russia’s State TV to Cairo, and
they sent small reports back home for the daily
sports highlights program,” Lisitsyn said. “We
demonstrated that we could compete with high-
level players, with the most modern equipment.
Another benefit of our being here was the
information transfer; Tatiana and Oleg will be able
to teach others what they learned in Cairo. It will
take four or five years to see results. But it’s
important to get the experience.”

Lisitsyn thinks bowling will really take off when
it hits the 50-lane mark in Moscow, where 9 million
people live. That should happen by the end of 1998,
and it’s likely that Moscow will host the 1999 AMF
Bowling World Cup.

“Be ready for it to be much colder in Moscow
than in Cairo,” Lisitsyn teased, “but I guarantee
you, Russian hospitality will be much warmer than
you’ve ever known before!™




BOYIINHIT HAXO4QUT CBOMU OM B POCCUU

Korga B 1960-x rogax 6oynuHr nosisuncs B 6biBliem Cosetckom Colose, xonoaHas
BOMHa Obina B camMoM pasrape; npeanoyvTeHne oTAaBanocb TakMM BuAam cropra, Kak
rMMHacTUKa, XOKKeW Ha nbay, dytbony, roHkam, u nepexuTkam 3anaga npocTo He
ocTaBanocb MecTa.

Ho centyac Cosetckoro Cowo3a Gonblie HeT, a Ha ero mecte obpasoBanoch
MHOXECTBO HaLUMOHanbHbIX rocyfapcTs, B TOM Yucrie n Poccus, koTopasi nbiTaeTcs craTth
OEMOKpaTUYECKON LepXaBomn. B TOo Bpems noka OGONbLUMHCTBO HaceneHus He
pacnonaraetT fAeHbramu, B TOM u4ucne u [lpaBUTenbCTBO, XOpoLwio obecrnevyeHHoe
MEHBLLUMHCTBO HacnaXaaeTcs XU3Hbto. HO HECMOTPSA Ha NpenoHbl CPeAHUIA Knacc Bee e
HapoXgaeTcsi B CTpaHe, rae uctopuyeckmn boino geneHue Ha 6oraTbix u 6eaHbIX.

M GoynuHr HakoHel Hallen 3aecb CBOW AOM.

«Cyutanochk, 4To K KoHUy 1997 roga B Mockse n CaHkT-lNeTepbypre aomkHbl 6binu
paboTaTtb 24 fopoXku BoynuHra, HO cTaTUcTuka BbICTPO MeHsieTcsi», - roBopaT Cepreit
JIncuuplH M3 HegaBHO ocHoBaHHoW defepauummn cnopTuBHoro GoynuHra Poccuu, u Buue-
map r. Mockebl Mocud OpaxoHukuase, npesnaeHt Pegepaumu.

JlncuubiH, poccuiickuii TpeHep Ha Kybke Mupa AMF no 6oynuury 1997 r. B Kaupe,
3ameTun, 4YTo ckopo B MockBe [OMKEH OTKPbITbCA OOYNMUHr-LEHTP Ha 24 OOPOXKUA C
obopynosaHnem AMF pans npoBedeHWss copeBHOBaHWA nNo OOynuHry B pamkax
nokasartenbHon nporpammbl nepebix BKOW B uione 1998 r. B HacTosiwee Bpewms
Hambonee M3BECTHbIM U COBPEMEHHbBIM ABNSieTCA BOYNUHI LeHTp ¢ 8-to fgopoxkamu AMF
B roctuHuue UAT. (EcTb ewe GoynuHr-ueHTp Ha 6 gopoxek DACOS B kuHoTeaTpe u
BoynuHr-UeHTp Ha 6 gopoxek ¢ obopyaoBaHueM Ha BepeBkax Ha [uHamo). «B ceHTabpe
npotunoro roga NK®T o6bsBun 6oynuHr, Kak BUA cnopTta, PEKOMEHAYEMbIN K BKITHOYEHUIO
B oduumanbHyr rocyaapCTBEHHYIO NporpaMmmy mno ¢hu3nMyecKkol MoAroToBKE», - cKasan
JICULBIH, - «MO3TOMY B CKOPOM BPEMEHU Mbl YBUAWM, YTO €ro NonynsipHOCTb BO3PaACTET.»

«Uens ®CBP - cospatb kak MOXHO Oonblle ©0ynuHr-LueHTpoB, 4TOObI caoenartb
DOOyNUHr MaccoBbIM BMAOM criopTa», - ckadan OpmKOHWKMA3E BO BPEMSI creuuanbHoi
npecc-koHgepeHunn B Kavpe. «3To couuanbHbii BUA CropTa, OAWH W3 HEMHOTMUX Ha
3emrie, KOTOpbIi UMEET MHOXECTBO YepT, NpUTAraTenbHbIX AS BCEX CMOEB HaCEneHus.
Mbl Bygem Takke pasBuMBaTb €ro Kak CemelHbld BuA crnopTa; cembu OyayT urpaTb B
OOynuHr, MOTOMY 4YTO coYeTaHue U3NYECKOW Harpyskm Wu pasBrieyYeHuss oTBevaeT
NnoNUTUKE 340POBOro obpasa >XU3HW, BaXXHOW ANs Hawen ctpadbl». [MocnegHee mMoxet
notpeboBaTb HEKOTOPOro BpemMeHu. OpAKOHUKUA3E NOATBEPXKAAET, YTO «MHOrMe noau
He MoryT ceivyac nos3BonuTb cebe BCe Bely cpasy», HO OH BbIpasun Hagexgay, 4To
HacTosWmMi nogbem manoro 6usHeca Gypet cnocobecTBoBaThb 06pas3oBaHUO CpeaHEero
Knacca - OCHOBHOIO KOHTUHreHTa UHAYCTPUN pasBrieveHuii.

A noka GOymnUHr - 3NMUTHbIA BUA CNOPTUBHO-O340POBUTENBHOrO OTAbIXa. JIMCULbBIH
rOBOPUT, YTO MOCKOBCKUE GOynuHr-ueHTpbl 6epyT no $50/4ac 3a JOPOXKKY, «U LEHTPbI
3anonHeHbl 4o 5 yacos yTpa!l [Ins Tex, KTo MoxeT aTo no3sonutb $50 - HUYTO, Korga
peyb 3axoA4uT O 340pOBOM oTAbixe. Jlloau 3aHumaroTcs crnoptom 3-4 pasa B Hepento,
4acTo B HOBbIX aMEPUKAHCKUX/POCCUINCKUX BunbapaHbIX kybax. Tenepb OHU OTKpbIBAKOT
ans  cebs  GOynuHr, W OH CTaAHOBUTbCS BEeCbMa MNpUBMAEKATENbHbIM  BWUAOM
KanuTanoBnoXeHWn Ans UHBECTOPOB.»

®CBP noowpsetr nogobHble uHBecTUUMUM. PoamuBLuMcb U3 2-X  KOHKYPUPYHOLLMX
opraHusauui netom npowunoro roga - MexpernoHansHon Pepepauyun boynuHra Poccum
n Jlurm Boynunra Poccum - ®CEP HemeaneHHo npeanoxuna Opo)KOHUKUA3E CTaTb CBOUM
npesngeHToM. Buue-map cyntaeT: «YUHOBHUKM BbICOKOTNO YPOBHSI AOMMKHbI 3aHMMaTbCS
obLlecTBEHHOW [eATenbHOCTbio, 0CcoBeHHo cnopTom.» «lopoackue BRactu MoryT
npefocTaBUTb 3EMIIO AN CTPOUTENbCTBA 3aBefdeHuin no ocobbiM cTaBkam, 4To Oyaer
cnocobcTBOBaThL PA3BUTUIO U NPOABUXKEHUIO CNOpTa B MacChi».



B Hosibpe ®CBP Taike npeacrasuna nepBbld BbiMYCK KBapTanbHOrO »ypHana
«BOYJIUHIT CnopT» (NepBblii BbiNyck Hocun HassaHue CTpaiik). B cregytowmx Bbinyckax
peyb obsizatenbHo novaet o TatbsiHe u Onere CMWPHOBBLIX, NEPBbLIX POCCUNCKUX
yyacTHukax Kybka Mupa no 6oynuHry. B HacTosiLee Bpems YeTa XUBET U TPEHUPYeTCs B
Bypnanewrte. B 6oynuHr ux npusen 16-tv netHuin cbiH. Bnepsble 3a Poccuto CMUpHOBbI
BbicTynunu Ha 3onotom Kybke Esponbl B AMcTtepaame B mae 1997 r. 36-netHuin Oner
6bin 62 13 82 myxunH B Kaupe co cpegHum pesynstatom 182.3, a TatbsiHa, 37 netHsas
ObiBias beryHba Ha guctaHuum 800 m, 3aHsna 45 mecto m3 61 copeBHyloLelics
YKEHLLVHbI CO cpeaHum pesynbtaTom 172.2. «B nepBblii AeHb A CUNBHO HEPBHUYana, Befb
Takas OTBETCTBEHHOCTb NMPEeACTaBNsiTb CBOK CTPaHy. - YTO HE 3aMeAnuno ckasaTbCs Ha
urpe», -u3BMHUNACh OHa.

«Mbl YyBCTBOBamnM, Y10 Ha4YMHaAEM 34EeCb UCTOPUIO POCCUINCKOro BoynuHrar, -ckasan
Oner. «/ 4yTo Ba)KHO, Halla urpa cTaHoBUNach fyYlle AeHb 0TO AHA. B 6oynuHre 6onbLue
BCEro MHE HPaBWUTbCS, YTO 3TO CMOPT CAMOKOHTPOSMA, KakK TaHUbl. OTO urpa Kpenkux
HEepBOB, T€ KTO HE MOTYT KOHTpoNupoBaTb cebs, npourpatwT».

Poccusine cmornu npocneguTb 3a exeaHeBHbIMUM ycnexamu  CmupHoBbiX. «Mbl
npuseanu ¢ coboit B Kaup onepatopa u xypHanuctos ¢ PTP, n oHu noceinanu gomow
HebomnbLUNe PENOPTaXU ANs BKIIOYEHUS B €XEOHEBHbIE CMOPTUBHbIE HOBOCTUY, - CKasan
JIncuubiH. «Mbl TPOAEMOHCTPUPOBANM, YTO MOXEM COPEBHOBATLCSA C UrPOKaMU BbICOKOrO
Krnacca c nydlleit 3KMnMpoBKON. [lpyroil Nnioc Halero Bu3nTa - nepegada nHgopmaumm;
TaTtbsiHa 1 Oner CMUPHOBbLI CMOTyT 0By4nTb APYrnx TOMy, Yemy OHWU Hay4unuch B Kawvpe.
B TeyeHun 4 - 5 neT Mbl CMOXEM yBUAETb pe3ynbTaTbl. HO O4eHb BaXXHO NOMYYUTb OMbIT.»

JIncuubiH nonaraeT, YTO CWUMbHBIA cKayYek nonynspHocTu 6GoynuHra npousoner,
Korga KonuyecTBo Aopoxek B Mocke focTurHeT oTMeTkn 50. OTO OOMKHO CRyuYnThbes K
koHUy 1998 r., n noxoxe 4to B 1999 r. Ky6ok Mupa npoiget B Mockse.

«ByabTe rotoBbl, YTO B MockBe HaMHOro xonogHee,» - nowyTun JincuupliH, - «HO 5
rapaHTUpYI, YTO POCCUINCKOE rocTenpuumcTBo ByaeT oueHb TennbiM!»



